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Re 3 oze Be: 
A West Teste Hauteman an Was arrested 
Sunday morning at the scene of a 
shooting in Dresser that claimed the life 
of his mother-in-law and critically in- 
jured his wife, according to the Vigo i : 
County Sheriff's Dehartmenta 78" Lea,” nll an oe 
Authorities reported that Charles | Pa att MN : =a al 
Crea 27, RR 16, was arrested on a Bl 
preliminary charge of assault and bat- afi ct ‘cept ies AM Ua ‘tt | 
tery with intent to kill in connection with Wh ih a dill ck at lam | a At ys Riga 
the shotgun slaying of Martha Jane. i ji i 
Zollins, 44, 707 S.-8th St., West Terre 
Haute, who was shot in the head and ` 
right arm. : 


Oricks’ wife Linda, 21, also of the 8th 
St. address, was wounded in the chest 
and leg and was reported in critical con- 
dition late Sunday night in the intensive 
care unit_of Terre Haute Regional 
Hospital following surgery. 


According to reports. the shooting oc- 
cured about 9 45a m Sunday ata RR 16, 
West Terre Haute. address in Dresser 
where the arrested man was living. 


Reports indicated that the weapon, ap- 
parently a 12-gauge shotgun, was fired at DRESSER DEATH SCENE — Vigo County deputies are pic- Mrs. Oricks’ husband Charles was afrettad at the scene ona 
the women from ciuse range in front of tured in front of the Dresser residence where shotgun blasts preliminary charge of assault and battery with intent to kill. 
the residence Sunday morning killed Martha Jane Collins, 44. West Terre) The shooting reportedly occured between the dark car and, the 
Haute. and critically wounded her daughter Linda Oricks, a house. (Photo by Kadel) . «: k 


Vigo County E ARS sergeants 
Warren Soules and Tom Roberts in- © 
vestigated the slaying, along with 
deputies Ernie Webster, Albert 
McKown. Ronald Chickadaunce and 
John Marvel 


-Arrangements for Mrs. Collins are 
pending at Bedino Chapel of the Valley, 
elerte Haute She is survived by the 
husband Clarence Paul Collins, four 
daughters. Mrs. Oricks, Mrs Paula 
Akers. West Terre Haute, and Sandra 
and Lorie. both at home. three sons, 
Larry, West Terre-Haute. David, Fort 
Knox Ky and Bruce, at home; three 
brothers . ‘Thomas Bolin, West Terre 
Haute Dexter Bolin. Houston, Tex., and 
Don Bolin Winslow. Ind , four sisters, 
Mrs Evelyn Moss and Mrs. Dorothy 
Moss. both of West Terre Haute, and 
Mrs Catherine tPriesler and Mrs. 
Jeanetta Ketch. both of Baltimore. Md.: 


andseven grandchildren. 
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A Vigo County jury late 
Saturday night returned a 
guilty verdict in the first 
degree murder trial of Charles 
Oricks, 27, West Terre Haute. 
~ Oricks was arrested in Oc- 
tober for the shotgun slaying of 
his mother-in-law, Mrs. Martha 
Jane Collins, 45. 

The trial was conducted in 
Vigo Superior Court No. 2, with 
Special Judge Robert Howard 
Brown presiding. 

Oricks was arrested for first 
degree murder in connection 
with the fatal shooting of Mrs. 
Collins. During the shooting in- 
cident he shot and critically in- 
jured his former wife, Mrs. 
Linda Oricks, 22. 

According to testimony, 
Oricks shot the two women 
with a shotgun as they at- 
tempted to remove Mrs. 
Oricks’ disabled automobile 
from in front of the Oricks 
residence in Dresser. 

Mrs. Collins had been~ shot 
twice with the shotgun, once in 
the head and once in the right 
arm. 

Mrs. Oricks, who earlier this 
month obtained a dissolution of 
marriage from the defendant, 
was wounded in the chest and 
leg. She was listed in critical 
condition at Terre Haute 
Regional Hospital for several 
days. 

At the time of the shooting, 
investigating officers said that 
Oricks used a 12-guage shotgun 
and fired at close range. 

The initial investigation into 
the shooting was conducted by 
two Vigo County Sheriff's 
Department detectives, Sgt. 
Warren Soules and Sgt. Tom 
Roberts, along with deputies, 
Ernie Webster, Albert 
McKown, Ronald 
Chickadaunce and Jon Marvel. 
Jury selection began Monday 
morning and it took the 
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Trial ’ 2 
prosecution and defense slight- 
ly more than one and one-half 
days to agree on a jury of 10 
women and two men to hear the 
case. 

In his opening statement to 
the jury, Prosecutor Michael 
H. Kearns said that testimony 
would show that Mrs. Oricks 
brought the couple’s two 
children to see Oricks the night 
of Oct. 23. There was an argu- 
ment and Oricks pulled a 
shotgun on his former wife and 
threatened her, although the 
gun was not loaded at. that 
time. Mrs. Oricks, her mother 
and a male companion went to 
the Oricks home the morning of 
the shooting to pick up her auto. 

Defense attorneys, William 
Teeguarden and William 
Smock, told the jury there was, 
no question as to who pulled the 
trigger on the shotgun. The at- 
torneys, however, maintained. 
that Oricks acted in a heat of 
passion and not with 
premeditation. 

Final arguments in the case 
were presented at mid-morning 
Saturday followed by instruc 
tions to the jury by Judge 
Brown. 

Deliberations began at about 
12:30 p.m. The jury recessec 


for lunch at 1:30 and returnec 


to continue deliberating about : 
p.m. 
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A 27-year old Dresser plan, 
Charles Oricks, was given a life 
sentence for the shooting death 
of his mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Martha Collins, 44, when he ap- 
peared before Special Judge 
Robert Howard Brown in Divi- 

T sion 3 of Vigo Superior Court 
~ Wednesday afternoon. 
s Oricks had been found guilty 
~ of first degree murder by a 
~3 Vigo County jury several weeks 
Į ago. His wife, Linda, 22, was 
© also wounded in the incident in 
which Mrs. Collins was killed. 
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